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I am still at the learning phase of 
Excel (web) add-ins

I come from the VBA background 
and know only a few hours course 
worth of JavaScript

I might say some things that are 
technically incorrect so best to 
factcheck everything I say. 

My main goal is to stimulate your 
interest in this new cool way of 
building Excel add-ins
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Excel (web) Add-ins run 
inside Excel (desktop 
app & Excel online).

It interacts with the 
Excel document using 
JavaScript API.

Excel (web) Add-in Manifest.xml Web App

❖ VBA
❖ COM Add-in
❖ Office Add-in
❖ Office Scripts



The Case for Excel (Web) Add-ins

❖ Best native cross platform support: Excel on 
Windows, Excel on Mac, Excel on iPad and Excel 
on Web

❖ Easiest to deploy (especially updates) and 
distribute to end users. Thanks to AppSource 
Store

❖ Fixes most of the security worries and central
admin preference for organizations

❖ Opens you and your add-in up to the rich 
goodness of JavaScript libraries and methods

❖ Microsoft is putting more current work into it 
than they are on the VBA and VSTO.

❖ Safe to say the future involves more of it and 
relatively less of the others.



Interesting Resource to Help with Getting Started

https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/office/dev/add-ins/

https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/office/dev/add-ins/


An Easy Way To Try Out Creating Your First Office Add-In

https://appsource.microsoft.com/en-US/product/office/wa104380862

https://appsource.microsoft.com/en-US/product/office/wa104380862


Building A Proper Office Add-in Using Yeoman generator 

https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/office/dev/add-ins/quickstarts/excel-quickstart-
jquery?tabs=yeomangenerator

https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/office/dev/add-ins/quickstarts/excel-quickstart-jquery?tabs=yeomangenerator


Building A Proper Office Add-in Using Visual Studio

https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/office/dev/add-ins/quickstarts/excel-quickstart-
jquery?tabs=visualstudio

https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/office/dev/add-ins/quickstarts/excel-quickstart-jquery?tabs=visualstudio


A Crash Course on JavaScript

https://javascript.info/https://www.codecademy.com/learn/introducti
on-to-javascript

https://javascript.info/
https://www.codecademy.com/learn/introduction-to-javascript


A Crash Course on TypeScript

https://learnxinyminutes.com/docs/typescript/

https://www.typescriptlang.org/docs/

https://learnxinyminutes.com/docs/typescript/
https://www.typescriptlang.org/docs/


Thank You!
Twitter: @olafusimichael
Web: www.urbizedge.com
LinkedIn: olafusimichael (https://www.linkedin.com/in/olafusimichael/)
Blog: www.olafusimichael.com
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